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SECTION A:  COMPREHENSION 
 
QUESTION 1:  READING FOR MEANING AND UNDERSTANDING 
 
Read the passage below and answer the set questions.   
 

A Sunrise on the Veld 
A young boy gets up early one morning.  He has a gun with him and his intention is to 
hunt guinea fowl. 

  

 
1 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 

He walked swiftly through the dark tunnel of foliage that in daytime was the road.  
Once he bent to the road that was newly scored with animal trails and regretfully 
straightened, reminding himself that the pleasure of tracking must wait until 
another day.   
 
He began to run along the edge of a field, noting how it was filmed over with fresh 
spider webs.  He was using the steady jog that he had learnt from the local Black 
people, and he felt the blood pulsing down his legs and along his arms. 
 
The first bird woke at his feet. Simultaneously, a flock took flight into the air, calling 
shrilly that day had come, and in an instant, behind him, the bush woke into song, 
and he could hear the guinea fowl calling far ahead of him.  That meant they 
would now be sailing down from their trees into thick grass, and it was for them he 
had come: he was too late.  But he did not mind.  He forgot he had come to shoot.  
He set his legs wide and let his head sink back till it was pillowed in his neck 
muscles and he watched how, above him, small rosy clouds floated in a lake of 
gold.   
 
Suddenly it all rose in him; it was unbearable.  He leapt into the air, shouting and 
yelling wild, unrecognisable noises.  Then he began to run, not carefully, as he 
had before, but madly, like a wild thing.  He rushed down the vlei under a tumult of 
crimson and gold, while all the birds of the world sang about him.   
 
It had been a two-mile-long dash through waist-high growth, and he was breathing 
hoarsely and could no longer shout.  Poised on a rock, he looked down at 
stretches of water that gleamed through bending trees, and thought, ‘I am fifteen!  
Fifteen!’  The words came new to him; so that he kept repeating them 
wonderingly, with swelling excitement. That was what he was: fifteen years of this 
rich soil and this slow-moving water and air that smelt like a challenge whether it 
was warm and sultry at noon, or as brisk as cold water as it was now.   
 
There was nothing he couldn’t do, nothing!  A vision came to him, as he stood 
there.  He felt his life ahead of him as a great and wonderful thing, something that 
was his; and he said aloud, with the blood rising in his head: ‘All the great men of 
the world have been as I am now, and there is nothing I can’t become, nothing I 
can’t do; there is no country in the world I cannot make part of myself, if I choose.  
I contain the world.  I can make it what I want.  If I choose, I can change 
everything that is going to happen: it depends on me and what I decide now.’ 
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7 And for minutes he stood there, shouting and singing and waiting for the lovely 

whirling sound of the echo; so that his own new strong thoughts came back and 
washed round his head. 
 

[Adapted from Doris Lessing:  A Sunrise in the Veld in African Stories] 

35 

 
QUESTIONS: 
 
1.1 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
1.3 
 
 
1.4 
 
 
1.5 
 
1.6 
 
 
 
1.7 
 
 
1.8 
 
 
1.9 
 
1.10 
 
 
1.11 

Explain what you think the writer sets out to share with the reader in this 
passage. 
 
Refer to lines 5 and 6: ‘He began to run … fresh spider webs’.  Explain what 
these lines reveal about the boy’s awareness of his surroundings. 
 
Briefly discuss how the writer uses words to give life to the forest in lines 8 – 
10:  ‘The first bird … ahead of him.© 
 
Explain the emotional changes felt by the boy as the reader moves through 
paragraph 3 and paragraph 4. 
 
What word in paragraph 4 indicates that this story is set in Southern Africa? 
 
Refer to line 12:  ‘He forgot he had come to shoot.©  Can the reader regard 
this as the turning point in the boy’s outlook on life?  Give a reason for your 
answer. 
 
Refer to line 16.  Explain why the boy’s feelings are described as 
‘unbearable’. 
 
Explain the irony in lines 18 and 19:  ‘He rushed down … sang about him’ in 
the light of the original intention of the boy. 
 
In your own words, describe what the boy realises in paragraph 5. 
 
Refer to line 32:  ©I contain the world.©  In your opinion, what do you think the 
boy means? 
 
Choose the correct answer from the alternatives offered below.  Write only the 
question number (1.11) and the letter (A - D) of your choice. 
 
Lines 35 - 37:  ©And for minutes ... round his head©, show that the boy is ... 

  
  (2) 
 
 
  (2) 
 
 
  (2) 
 
 
  (3) 
 
  (1) 
 
 
 
  (3) 
 
 
  (2) 
 
 
  (2) 
 
  (3) 
 
 
  (2) 

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

overwhelmed by his new discovery. 
content that he had turned fifteen. 
surprised that he had at last grown up. 
shocked about his sudden realisation. 

  
 
 
  (1) 
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1.12 Choose the correct answer from the alternatives offered below.  Write the 

question number (1.12) and letter (A - D) of your choice. 
 
The them of the passage is ... 

  

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

blaming oneself. 
hunting guinea fowl. 
making choices. 
trial and error. 

  
 
 
  (1) 

 
1.13 Choose the correct answer from the alternatives offered below.  Write the 

question number (1.13) and letter (A - D) of your choice. 
 
Overall, the tone of the passage could be described as ... 

  

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

agitated. 
humble. 
pleased. 
overjoyed. 

  
 
 
  (1) 

 
1.14 
 
 
1.15 

Do you think that the title ©A Sunrise on the Veld© is appropriate?  Give a 
reason for your answer. 
 
The boy goes out with the intention to shoot guinea fowl.  In your opinion, has 
the boy achieved more or less than his original intention by the end of the 
passage?  Give a reason for your answer. 

  
  (2) 
 
 
 
  (3) 

 
 TOTAL SECTION A:   30 
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SECTION B:  SUMMARY 
 
QUESTION 2:  SUMMARISING IN YOUR OWN WORDS 
 
You have to present a speech to your class on technology in the future and during your 
research, you find an interesting passage about the future of cars. 

  

 
* 
 
* 
 
 
* 
 
* 

Summarise the article printed below as the basis for your speech. 
 
Your summary should be in the form of a single paragraph and about 90 - 100 
words in length (excluding the title). 
 
Indicate your word count accurately at the end of your summary. 
 
Note that you will be penalised if you ignore these instructions. 

  

 
 
When you come to think of it, today’s cars haven’t really changed that much since 
horse-and-buggy days.  The ‘engine’ – whether it’s an actual horse or a powerful petrol 
motor – is in front and the passengers sit behind.  That’s about to change. 
 
‘In as little as ten years, you won’t recognise the car from the way it looks today,’ says 
Patrick Schiavone, design director for Ford cars.  To begin with, fuel cells won’t have to 
be in the front under the bonnet.  They could be in the boot or beneath the floor.  That 
could eliminate the long front of most cars, improving visibility and increasing interior 
space – smaller on the outside, bigger on the inside.  This would mean front seats 
could swivel towards the rear for conversation with back-seat passengers. 
 
The steering wheel might have hand controls on each side like on a motorbike, or you 
could get a joystick option and operate your car as you would in a video game.  Pedals 
could disappear, and the same goes for mirrors, which could be replaced by miniature 
cameras with on-board computer screens. 
 
The car of the future will certainly have tyres, but they may also be radically different 
from those we have today.  Michelin Tyres’ futuristic prototype needs no air.  It has a 
rubber tread, making flats a thing of the past.   
 
Vehicle manufacturers increasingly look for metals and plastics to replace steel, and 
for durable plastics that can be efficiently recycled.  Schiavone predicts a car made of 
carbon fibre that doesn’t have to be painted.  He also imagines a bubble for the roof, 
and see-through plastics that would allow the ‘bones’ of the car to show through the 
sides as part of the design. 
 
 

  

[Adapted from:  Reader's Digest, January 2006]   
 
 TOTAL SECTION B:   10 
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SECTION C:  LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT 
 
QUESTION 3:  ANALYSING ADVERTISING 
 
Study the following advertisements and then answer the set questions.   
 
ADVERTISEMENT A 
 

 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
3.1 The text is written in colloquial (informal) language, with some slang 

expressions added.  Explain why the advertiser has chosen to do this. 
  

  (2) 
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3.2 Give a reason why it is so important to include a sketch of the ©PS© chocolate 

bar. 
  

  (2) 
 
ADVERTISEMENT B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 
3.3 How does the advertiser set out to convince us to buy a Flake chocolate?    (2) 
 

Must not be tempted.  Must not be tempted.  Must not be tempted.  Must not be tempted 
Must not be tempted.  Must not be tempted.  Must not be tempted.  Must not be tempted 
Or maybe one bite of Cadbury Flake.  Or maybe one bite of Cadbury Flake 

Or maybe one bit of Cadbury Flake.  Or maybe one bit of Cadbury Flake 
Ok, taking just one bit of Candbury Flake.  Ok, taking just one bite of Candury Flake 
That was so yummy I must do it more often.  That was so yummy I must do it more often 
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3.4 Refer to the slogan:  ©Your happiness loves Cadbury©.  Explain the intended 

message in these words. 
  

  (2) 
 
3.5 Discuss how the advertiser shows the breakdown of ©all resistance© in the 

advertisement. 
  

  (2) 
[10] 

 
QUESTION 4:  UNDERSTANDING OTHER ASPECTS OF THE MEDIA 
 
4.1 CARTOON   
 

 
                  Frame 1                                 Frame 2                           Frame 3 
 
 4.1.1 

 
 
 
4.1.2 
 
 
4.1.3 

Explain how the punctuation in each sentence in frames 2 and 3 
helps the reader to understand the tone of voice used by the 
speaker. 
 
Describe the look on Lucky©s friend©s face in frame 2 and explain 
how it changes in frame 3. 
 
In what way does Lucky©s body language in all three frames reflect 
his opinion of school? 

  
 
  (1) 
 
 
  (2) 
 
 
  (2) 
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4.2 FILM REVIEW:  CARS   
 
 
Title:  CARS 
Release date:  30 June 
 
 

 
         Lightning McQueen (voice of Owen Wilson) is an up-and-coming car that is set on      
         being the world’s greatest racer.  He discovers life is about the journey, not the finish   
         line. Fueled with plenty of humour, action, heartfelt drama, and amazing new   
         technical feats, CARS is a high-octane delight for moviegoers of all ages. 
 
 
 4.2.1 

 
 
4.2.2 

In your opinion, does this review encourage ©all ages© to view the 
film?  Give a reason for your answer. 
 
Complete the following sentence by choosing the most appropriate 
word from the alternatives given below it. 
 
From reading the review and looking at the picture, you would 
expect this film to be humorous and ... 

  
  (2) 

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

dramatic. 
serious. 
soothing. 
spectacular. 

  
 
 
  (1) 

 
 4.2.3 Comment on how the image of the car in the illustration reflects the 

description given in the written text. 
  

  (2) 
[10] 
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QUESTION 5:  USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY 
 
Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow.   
 
It’s hard to believe that a young girl, named Sindi, could change the world’s 
understanding of history.  This is how  it  happened.  Sindi’s father enjoyed exploring 
caves on the family’s farm in Northern Province and Sindi sometimes accompanied 
him.  One day in 2003, she made a discovery of cave art that dated back to the Ice 
Age, which was the coldest period in the history of the earth.  Sindi’s father was too 
tall to see the cave©s low ceiling, but fortunately,  Sindi was short enough to view the 
life-like animals painted there.  The animals were painted in a variety of colours.  
Furthermore, the artist had used uneven surfaces to give them a three-dimensional 
quality.  The photographs taken of the new findings were important as these painting 
had remained hidden for all of recorded history. 
 
Sindi’s discovery at the cave, now called Alta Mera, has led to much debate.  Sientists 
believe that the paintings are about 15 000 years old.  Philosophers is reflecting on 
the timeless question ‘What purpose did this spectacular art serve in the lives of 
prehistoric people?’ 

1 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
15 

 
5.1 
 
 
5.2 
 
 
5.3 
 
5.4 
 
5.5 

Explain the differences in the use of the apostrophe in the word ©It©s© (line 1) 
and ©family©s© (line 3). 
 
Apart from the meaning of the word ©hard© (line 1) in this context, what other 
meaning does this word have? 
 
Identify the part of speech of the word ©cave© (line 4). 
 
Supply a synonym for the word ©period© (line 5). 
 
Choose the correct answer.  Write only the question number (5.5) and letter 
(A - D) of your choice. 
 
The clause, ©... which was the coldest period in the history of the earth©                 
(lines 5 to 6) is a/an ... 

  
  (1) 
 
 
  (1) 
 
  (1) 
 
  (1) 

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

adverbial clause modifying ©Sindi©. 
noun clause, subject of ©discover©. 
subordinate adjectival clause qualifying ©Ice Age©. 
subordinate adjectival clause qualifying ©one day©. 

  
 
 
  (1) 

 
5.6 Refer to the concluding paragraph.   
 
 5.6.1 

 
5.6.2 
 
5.6.3 

Correct the spelling error. 
 
Insert the punctuation mark. 
 
Correct the error of concord. 

   (1) 
 
  (1) 
 
  (1) 
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5.7 Refer to lines 14 - 15:  ©What purpose did this spectacular art serve in the 

lives of prehistoric people?© 
 
Rewrite the above words in INDIRECT speech. 
 
Begin as follows:  Learned men have asked ... . 

  
 
 
 
 
  (2) 
[10] 

 
 TOTAL SECTION C:   30 
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