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TIPS ON HOW TO ANSWER SOURCE BASED QUESTIONS.
Below are the key words that are used. 
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Account for  Provide an explanation.  

Analyse  Break down into various  parts in order to understand the issue of problem  

Asses s  Analyse an issue or problem, and then weigh up the relative importance  of different strands.  

Categorise  Place in a class or division  

Comment  Make judgements about an issue or situation based on  evidence that has  been presented.  

Compare and  contrast  Show similarities and differences between two or more ideas, issues,  situations or problems.  

Criticize  Show the good and bad characteristics. Then give your own opinion once  you have looked at all th e facts.  

Debate  Look at all the sides of an issue or problem to draw a conclusion.  

Decide  Resolve or settle an issue.  

Define  Give the meaning of a term or concept  

Describe  Give an account of an issue, situation or problem by giving details of its  characteristics.  

Determine  Find out or establish precisely.  

Develop  Present the sequential events of a situation or problem.  

Differentiate  Show the difference between issues, situations or problems.  

Discuss  Compare a number of possible views about an  issue, situation or problem  and weigh up the relative importance. A conclusion is essential.  

Distinguish  Identify the characteristics that make two or more ideas, concepts, issues,  etc. Different.  

Do you  think...?  Invites you to give your own opinions ab out an issue or problem.  However, marks will always be awarded for the quality of the argument  and not for any individual options.  

Examine  Break down an issue or problem to understand it.  

Explain  Make clear  
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  TIPS ON HOW TO ANSWER QUESTIONS  

CHALLENGES  RECOMMENDATIONS  

1.Concepts -   Not explaining in the historical  context  1.Learners to be taught to explain the  concept in the   historical context of the  question, e.g Communes should not be just  be ‘’ Group of farms’’ but rather “,Group of  farmers or people doing farming who lived  together , share work and possessions.”  

2.Extraction from the source. Use the  source and quote ( ac cording to the source)  2.This implies taking an answer directly  from the source.  

3. Use the source and your own knowledge  3. The learner must have background  knowledge and or information of the said  text. The learner must have studied the  topic.  

4.Usefulness of a source  4. A learner must first take a stance before  answering the question. S/he must also  answer the question “What is the source  about “? To say that it is a primary source is  not enough.  

5.Comparison of Sources to identify  similaritie s, e.g. Compare Source 1A to  Source 1B  5. Remember that this question carries 4  marks.   Comparison means those that are similar.  Answers should be structured like this:   (a)     Source 1 A says……     Source 1 B says….  (2 marks)              OR   (b)   Both sources say …. (2 ma rks)              OR           (c) Source 1 A says this…. while source  1 B                   says this………….        (2 marks)  

6.Comparing of sources to identify  differences, e.g. Contrast Source 2A with  Source 2B  6. How do the two sources differ?   Learners must  not use the words “both  sources”   It should be “Source 2A says…… while  Source 2B says…….’’    

7.Paragraph writing  –   Learners have the  tendency of re - writing the sources and write  in point form. Some use only their own  knowledge. They cannot extract the  relev ant information.  No point - form .   Acknowledge sources only when the learner  has quoted directly from the source.   Use ‘own knowledge’ as well.   Learners should look at the key question  because   it is  always   link ed   to the paragraph.  

8. Mark allocation  Learners should always look at mark  allocation. The formula is   :   fact x mark  


