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URBAN HEIRACHY CONCEPTS
Threshold population is the minimum number of customers needed in order for a 

business/service to be profitable.

Larger stores selling comparison goods need a larger threshold population than smaller stores. 

These larger stores are found in bigger settlements e.g. cities and smaller stores in smaller 

settlements e.g. villages.
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LOW ORDER GOOD, FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES

 Are used/bought  everyday/regularly, generally cheaper

 Generally found near the customer

 Bread, post office, petrol station etc

HIGH ORDER GOOD, FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES

 Specialised and bought/used less frequently, generally more 

expensive

 Found in higher order centres

 Airport, hospital, regional shopping centre/cars
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Low order service – bakery
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High order service – car sales
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Low order centres provide low order 

goods/services/functions to surrounding area

High order centres rovide high order 

goods/services/functions to settlements 
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Sphere of influence is the area from which an urban area gets its customers
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Range of goods/services refers to maximum distance person is prepared to travel in order to obtain a

service or buy a good.

Higher order goods and services have a larger range compared to lower order goods
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Settlement hierarchy refers to the ranking of 

settlements according to size and complexity, 

population size, range of services and size of 

sphere of influence

Urban hierarchy refers to the ranking of urban

settlements according to their significance, size and

complexity, population size, range of services and

size of sphere of influence
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Megalopolis

Town

Isolated farmstead

Adapted from

Metropolis

Conurbation
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Christaller’s Model of central places
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