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CIRCULAR S4 OF 2018

SACE ACCREDITED FREE ON-LINE COURSE FOR EDUCATORS IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT (ECD) AND THE FOUNDATION PHASE (FP)
GRADES R-3

On 9 March 2017, the Minister of Basic Education in collaboration with the Council of
Education Ministers (CEM), launched the national online in-service training
programme, Powerful Learning Around You (P.L.A.Y.) which is targeted at ECD
practitioners and FP (Grade R to 3) educators. P.L.A.Y. underpins the National
Curriculum Framework (NCF) for Children from Birth to Four and the FP Curriculum
and Assessment Policy Statements (CAPS).

The P.LAAY. online in-service training is a partnership programme between the
Department of Basic Education (DBE), UNICEF, the LEGO Foundation and
Cotlands. Cotlands has been mandated to administer the implementation of the on
line course on behalf of the partners. The P.L.A.Y. online in-service training is
designed to strengthen the implementation of the NCF and CAPS. It is not a formal
qualification.

The training is accredited with the South African Council of Educators (SACE) as a
type 3 programme (short courses/skills development programmes/in-service training
by external accredited provider) for 15 Continuous Professional Development (CPD)
points in terms of section 5(b) of the SACE Act 31 of 2000. Completion of the
courses enhances the educator's professional profiles and contribute to their
professional development.

P.LAY. consists of four (4) custom designed courses, namely,from Birth to two
years; two to five years, Grade R, Grades 1 to 3. The chosen course is completed
through online modules (total 20 hours) at the educators own pace (within two weeks
to 6 weeks) and includes ongoing assessment, support and a final assessment upon
which a certificate will be issued.
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The course is FREE as to facilitate access for all ECD practitioners and FP
educators who are encouraged to enrol and complete the course as part of their in-
service training and professional development.

School principals, Heads of Department, ECD and FP curriculum advisors are also
encouraged to enrol and complete the P.L.A.Y. course as it will provide them with
the knowledge, skills and insight to provide leadership and support to the ECD
practitioners and FP educators.

Basic Education Sector (DBE, provincial and district officials), FP Heads of
Departments and principals are requested to assist with the promotion of the
P.L.AY. course and to support educators to register and complete the course.

Enrolment is done online through the registration portal www.playsa.org through a
few easy steps. If any problems are experienced with the enrolment the helpdesk
can be contacted at 011 683 7201 or via email (elearning@cotlands.orq).

Further enquiries can also be directed to Ms Marie-Louise Samuels, Director Early
Childhood Development (Samuels.M@dbe.qgov.za) or Mrs Waheeda Carvello,
Director ~ Curriculum  Implementation  and Quality Improvement (GET)
(Carvello W@dbe.gov.za) at the Department of Basic Education.

You are kindly requested to promote and bring the content of Circular 4 of 2018 to
the attention of all ECD practitioners, FP educators, other primary school educators,
school principals and relevant officials.
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