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BASIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT WELCOMES PARTICIPANTS IN 
SECOND PHASE OF PRESIDENTIAL YOUTH EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVE 

 
More than 280,000 young people have been successfully recruited and placed in 

schools around the country. From November 1 they started serving in the second 

phase of the Presidential Youth Employment Initiative (PYEI) in Basic Education. 

 

These appointments follow a month long rigorous online application process, which 

included shortlisting and finally the placement of successful candidates. Following 

the closure of the application process, in excess of 6 million applications were 

received from 940 000 unique applicants seeking placement for the 287 000 

positions that had been made available through the Phase 2 Budget for the PYEI.  

 

To date 280 000 young people have been placed in schools across the country to 

fulfil various curricular and extra-curricular activities including Reading Champions, 

eCadres, Child and Youth Care Workers (CYCW) as well as handymen. Successive 

to the signing of the contracts, the recruits have been furnished with the relevant job 

descriptions and assigned to mentors, whose task is to provide guidance, advice and 

support for the duration of their contracts. The Assistants are currently undergoing 

orientation at the schools that they’ve been allocated to. 

 

The DBE has also packaged a training programme, offered at no cost to the 

Assistants, which includes modules in financial management, digital literacy, 

Microsoft Office and technical skills for artisans. Although some schools have 

already started, the training will earnestly commence in all schools during December. 

With this training, the DBE wants to ensure that the young people leave the initiative 

having gained valuable experience and skills that will open doors to other career 

pathways. 

 
It has, however, been noted by the Department that some unsuccessful candidates 
have raised concerns around the appointment and subsequent placement of 
successful candidates. Should anyone suspect foul play in placements, they are 
urged to report it to the Presidential Hotline: 17737 or president@presidency.gov.za. 
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For any other enquiries relating to the second phase of the PYEI candidates are 
encouraged to contact their provincial coordinators for assistance.  
 
 

Province Name Contact Details 

Eastern Cape Ms Lukhanyo Sidiya  
 

Lukhanyo.sidiya@ecdoe.gov.za  
 

Free-State Mr Tello Khodumo  
 

Tellokodumo001@gmail.com  
 

Gauteng Ms Lydia Phehla  
 

Lydia.Phehla@gauteng.gov.za  
 

KwaZulu-Natal Ms Premi Govender  
 

Premi.Govender@kzndoe.gov.za  
 

Limpopo Dr Nomvula Ndebele  
 

NdebeleN@edu.limpopo.gov.za  
 

Mpumalanga Mr Solwako Mahlangu  
 

ss.mahlangu@mpuedu.gov.za  
 

Northern Cape Mr Thomas Van Staden  
 

ThomasVanStaden@ncdoe.gov.za  
 

North West Ms Masego Senna  
 

mhtiro@nwpg.gov.za  
 

Western Cape Ms Alison February  
 

Alison.February@westerncape.gov.za  
 

 
 
The DBE urges schools to make full use of the wide range of skills and talents that 
the Assistants will offer to schools, especially areas that will strengthen 
administrative functioning, the provision of ICT support as well as general assistance 
with the upkeep of the school environment.   

 
ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION 

  
(Catch more updates and new content on DBE TV – Channel 122 on Open view HD 

and on the DBE Channel on YouTube) 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/DBESouthAfrica

