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1. INTRODUCTION

Early Childhood Development is the process of emotional, cognitive, sensory,
spiritual, moral, physical, social and communication development of children from
birth to school going age.

ECD programmes provide learning and support appropriate to the child’s
development age and stage and can be offered either as a Centre based or non-
Centre based model.

ECD as an early intervention programme, provides for the care, protection and
development of children. The early years have been recognized as the ideal phase
for the passing on values that are important for the building of a peaceful, prosperous
and democratic society. Provisioning of ECD services also make it possible for
children to grow and develop to their full potential, thus reducing the need for
remedial services to address stunting, developmental lag and social problems later in
life.

In order to realize the rights of children as enshrined in the Constitution of the
republic of South Africa, these services are provided through prevention, early
intervention, statutory as well as re-integration and after care within family-based
approach. Preventative and community-based care programmes are highly
recommended to encourage caring communities and safe neighbourhood for children
without any distinction.

2, STRATEGY FOR INTERVENTION

To give effect to rights of the child as contained in the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa Act 108 of 1996, Children’s Act 38 of 2005 as amended and the United
Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The strategy for intervention is to offer services in line with the four levels of
intervention as stipulated in integrated services delivery model that is prevention, early
intervention, statutory, continuum of care and after care services. Emphasis is on
prevention and early intervention levels; Family preservation is the centre of
implementation at all levels. A holistic, integrated life cycle and systems approach
should be utilized when offering services to children and families.
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