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Department:
Basic Education
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X895, Pretoria, 3001, Scl Piaatjie House, 222 Struben Street, Pretoria, 0002, South Africa

Enquiries: Ms Florence Modipa

Tel: 012 357 4216

Email: modipa.f@dbe.gov.za

TO: HEADS OF PROVINCIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS

HEADS OF PROVINCIAL CURRICULUM SECTIONS

HEADS OF PROVINCIAL EXAMINATION SECTIONS

UNIVERSITIES SOUTH AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICAN QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY

UMALUSI

INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION BOARD {IEB)

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS’ ASSOCIATIONS
SOUTH AFRICAN COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT INSTITUTE (SACAI)
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA (ISASA)
SCHOOL GOVERNING BODIES {SGB) ASSOCIATIONS

NATIONAL TEACHER ORGANISATIONS

CIRCULAR 819 of 2025: RETENTION OF GRADES R-12 2023/2024 ANNUAL TEACHING
PLANS INCLUDING REVISED SCHOOL BASED AND EXAMINATIONS FOR 2026
ACADEMIC YEAR

1.

The Department issued Circular S33 OF 2022. The circular pertains to the Annual
Teaching Plans (ATPs) for 2023/2024 Academic year.

The 2023 Annual Teaching Plans for grades R-12 provided guidance to the implementation
of the recovery of learning. The plans were implemented from January 2023 until the date
of revocation.

The Annual Teaching Plans were accompanied by revised School -Based Assessment and
examination weightings, and other key assessment requirements for implementation.

Circular S15 of 2024 was issued to reiterate retention of 2023/2024 Annual Teaching
Plans, Revised weightings and requirements to the School-Based Assessment for learners
in grades R-12, will continue to be implemented in 2025.



5. The purpose of this Circular, $19 of 2025, is to inform the provincial education departments
and all stakeholders that the contents of Circular $33 of 2022 remain applicable for 2026
with the following exclusions:

¢ The Retention of the ATPs excludes CAT and IT, Natural Sciences & Mathematics for
intermediate and Senior Phases.

* DG submission was approved in September on review of CAT and IT technologies to
accommodate new trends and new peripherals. This has had an impact on the ATPs for these
subjects. Subsequently, information regarding the update of CAT & IT to update technologies
was communicated through Circular S9 of 2025.

* For Natural Sciences, Natural Sciences & Technology {(Grades 4-9) and Mathematics
(Grades 4-5 & 8-9), a new directive is necessary. This is to accommodate certain topics that
were removed {content reduction) during Covid19, which are being brought back in preparation
for the upcoming Trends in Intemational Mathematics and Science Study happening in 2027.

¢ This should not be perceived as teaching for testing, but rather to build on specific foundational
knowledge necessary for competing with learners of the same grades internationally.

6. Circular 33 of 2022 is attached for ease of reference.

7. You are kindly requested to bring the content of this Circular to the attention of all provincial
and district officials, principals, teachers of both public and independent schools, and other

relevant stakeholders.

8. The Annual Teaching Plans are available on the DBE website:
https://www.education.gov.za

Yours sincerely

TN

{/
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MR HM MWELI

DIRECTOR-GENERAL
DATE: 11/12/2025
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2026 Annual Teaching Plan
Natural Sciences and Technology: Grade 4

Major Process and Design Skills

The teaching and learning of Natural Sciences and Technology involves the development of a range of process and design skills that may be
used in everyday life in the community and in the workplace. Learners also develop the ability to think objectively and use a variety of forms of
reasoning while they use these skills. Learners can gain these skills in an environment that taps into their curiosity about the world, and that
supports creativity, responsibility and growing confidence.

The following are the cognitive and practical process and design skills that learners will be able to develop in Natural Sciences and Technology.
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Accessing and recalling information — being able to use a variety of sources to acquire information, and to remember relevant facts and
key ideas, and to build a conceptual framework

Observing — noting objects, organisms and events in detail

Comparing — noting similarities and differences between things

Measuring — using measuring instruments such as rulers, thermometers, clocks and syringes (for volume)

Sorting and classifying — applying criteria to sort items into a table, mind-map, key, list or other format

Identifying probfems and issues — being able to articulate the needs and wants of people in society

Raising questions — being able to think of and articulate relevant questions about problems, issues and natural phenomena
Predicting — stating, before an investigation, what the learner thinks the results will be for that investigation

Hypothesising — putting forward a suggestion or possible explanation to account for certain facts. A hypothesis is used as a basis for
further investigation that will prave or disprove the hypothesis

. Planning investigations — thinking through the method for an activity or investigation in advance. Identifying the need to make an

investigation a fair test by keeping some things (variables) the same, while other things will vary

. Doing investigations — this involves carrying out methods using appropriate apparatus and equipment, and collecting data by observing

and comparing, measuring and estimating, sequencing, or sorting and classifying. Sometimes an investigation has to be repeated to verify
the results

. Recording information - recording data from an investigation in a systematic way, which includes drawings, descriptions, tables and

graphs

. Interpreting information — explaining what the results of an activity or investigation mean (this includes reading skills})
. Designing — showing (e.g. by drawing) how something is to be made, taking into account the design brief, specifications and constraints
. Making/constructing — building or assembling an object using appropriate materials and tools and using skills such as measuring, cutting,

folding, rolling and gluing

Evaluating and improving products — using criteria to assess a constructed object and then stating or carrying out ways to refine that
object

Communicating — using written, oral, visual, graphic and other forms of communication to make information available to other people.
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2026 Annual Teaching Plan
Natural Sciences and Technology: Grade 5

Major Process and Design Skills

The teaching and learning of Natural Sciences and Technology involves the development of a range of pracess and design skills that may be
used in everyday life in the community and in the workplace. Learners also develop the ability to think objectively and use a variety of forms of
reasoning while they use these skills. Learners can gain these skills in an environment that taps into their curiosity about the world, and that
supports creativity, responsibility and growing confidence.

The following are the cognitive and practical process and design skills that fearners will be able to develop in Natural Sciences and Technology.

Accessing and recalling information — being able to use a variety of sources to acquire information, and to remember relevant facts and
key ideas, and to build a conceptual framework

Observing — noting objects, organisms and events in detail

Comparing - noting similarities and differences between things

Measuring - using measuring instruments such as rulers, thermometers, clocks and syringes (for volume)

Sorting and classifying — applying criteria to sort items into a table, mind-map, key, list or other format

Identifying problems and issues — being able to articulate the needs and wants of people in society

Raising questions — being able to think of and articulate relevant questions about problems, issues and natural phenomena
Predicting — stating, before an investigation, what the learner thinks the results will be for that investigation

Hypothesising — putting forward a suggestion or possible explanation to account for certain facts. A hypothesis is used as a basis for
further investigation that will prove or disprove the hypothesis

. Planning investigations — thinking through the method for an activity or investigation in advance. Identifying the need to make an

investigation a fair test by keeping some things (variables) the same, while other things will vary

. Doing investigations — this involves carrying out methods using appropriate apparatus and equipment, and collecting data by observing

and comparing, measuring and estimating, sequencing, or sorting and classifying. Sometimes an investigation has to be repeated to verify
the results

. Recording information — recording data from an investigation in a systematic way, which includes drawings, descriptions, tables and

graphs

. Interpreting information — explaining what the results of an activity or investigation mean (this includes reading skills)
. Designing — showing (e.g. by drawing) how something is to be made, taking into account the design brief, specifications and constraints
. Making/constructing — building or assembling an object using appropriate materials and tools and using skills such as measuring, cutting,

folding, rolling and gluing

. Evaluating and improving products — using criteria to assess a constructed object and then stating or carrying out ways to refine that

object

. Communicating — using written, oral, visual, graphic and other forms of communication to make information available to other people.
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2026 Annual Teaching Plan
Natural Sciences and Technology: Grade 6

Major Process and Design Skills

The teaching and learning of Natural Sciences and Technology involves the development of a range of process and design skilis that may be
used in everyday life in the community and in the workplace. Leamners also develop the ability to think objectively and use a variety of forms
of reasoning while they use these skills. Learners can gain these skills in an environment that taps into their curiosity about the world, and
that supports creativity, responsibility and growing confidence.

The following are the cognitive and practical process and design skills that learners will be able to develop in Natural Sciences and Technology.

© o N oo A WN

1.

12.

13.
14,
15.

16.

17.

Accessing and recalling information — being able to use a variety of sources to acquire information, and to remember relevant facts
and key ideas, and to build a conceptual framework

Observing — noting objects, organisms and events in detail

Comparing — noting similarities and differences between things

Measuring — using measuring instruments such as rulers, thermometers, clocks and syringes (for volume)

Sorting and classifying — applying criteria to sort items into a table, mind-map, key, list or other format

Identifying problems and issues — being able to articulate the needs and wants of people in society

Raising questions — being able to think of and articulate relevant questions about problems, issues and natural phenomena
Predicting — stating, before an investigation, what the learner thinks the results will be for that investigation

Hypothesising - putting forward a suggestion or possible explanation to account for certain facts. A hypothesis is used as a basis for
further investigation that will prove or disprove the hypothesis

. Planning investigations — thinking through the method for an activity or investigation in advance. Identifying the need to make an

investigation a fair test by keeping some things (variables) the same, while other things will vary

Doing investigations — this involves carrying out methods using appropriate apparatus and equipment, and collecting data by observing
and comparing, measuring and estimating, sequencing, or sorting and classifying. Sometimes an investigation has to be repeated to verify
the results

Recording information — recording data from an investigation in a systematic way, which includes drawings, descriptions, tables and
graphs

Interpreting information — explaining what the results of an activity or investigation mean (this includes reading skills)

Designing — showing (e.g. by drawing) how something is to be made, taking into account the design brief, specifications and constraints

Making/constructing —building or assembling an object using appropriate materials and tools and using skills such as measuring, cutting,
folding, roiling and gluing

Evaluating and improving products — using criteria to assess a constructed object and then stating or carrying out ways to refine that
object

Communicating — using written, oral, visual, graphic and other forms of communication to make information available to other people.
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2026 Annual Teaching Plan
Natural Sciences: Grade 7

Science Process Skills

The teaching and learning of Naturat Sciences involve the development of a range of process skills that may be used in everyday life, in the community
and in the workplace. Learners also develop the abiiity to think objectively and use a variety of forms of reasoning while they use these skills. Learners
can gain these skills in an environment that taps into their curiosity about the world, and that supports creativity, responsibility and growing confidence.

The following are the cognitive and practical process skills that learners wili be able to develop in Natural Sciences:.

1.

© ® N o o N

11.

12.
13.

Accessing and recalling information — being able to use a variety of sources to acquire information, and to remember relevant facts and key
ideas, and to build a conceptual framework.

Observing — noting in detail objects, organisms and events.

Comparing — noting similarities and differences between things.

Measuring - using measuring instruments such as rulers, thermometers, clocks and syringes (for volume).

Sorting and classifying — applying criteria in order to sort items into a table, mind-map, key, list or other format.

Identifying problems and issues — being able to articulate the needs and wants of people in society.

Raising questions — being able to think of, and articulate relevant questions about problems, issues, and natural phenomena.
Predicting — stating, before an investigation, what you think the results will be for that particular investigation.

Hypothesising — putting forward a suggestion or possible explanation to account for certain facts. A hypothesis is used as a basis for further
investigation which will prove or disprove the hypothesis.

. Planning investigations — thinking through the method for an activity or investigation in advance. Identifying the need to make an investigation a

fair test by keeping some things (variables) the same whilst other things will vary.

Doing investigations — this involves carrying out methods using appropriate apparatus and equipment, and collecting data by observing and
comparing, measuring and estimating, sequencing, or sorting and classifying. Sometimes an investigation has to be repeated to verify the results.

Recording information — recording data from an investigation in a systematic way, including drawings, descriptions, tables and graphs.

Interpreting information — explaining what the resuilts of an activity or investigation mean (this includes reading and understanding maps, tables,
graphs). A Translation Task requires learners to make sense of information and convert the information into a different format e.g., from information
captured on a table into a graph format and or written format.

. Communicating — using written, oral, visual, graphic and other forms of communication to make information available to other people.

15.

The Scientific Process is a way of investigating things about the world. Scientists use this process to find out about the world and to solve
problems. The steps that make up the scientific process are not necessarily in order (sequential), and may include:

Step 1: Identify a problem and develop a question. What is it you want to find out?
Step 2: Form a hypothesis. A hypothesis is your idea, answer, or prediction about what will happen and why.
Step 3: Design an activity or experiment. Do something that will help you test your idea or prediction to see if you were right.

Step 4: Observe/note changes/reactions (e.g., through measuring), and record your observations (e.g., onto a table). What were the results of your
activity or experiment? Write about what happened.

Step 5: Make inferences about the observations recorded in the tables, graphs, drawings, photographs. Make some conclusions. What did you find
out? Do your results support your hypothesis? What did you learn from this investigation?
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2026 Annual Teaching Plan
Natural Sciences: Grade 8

Science Process Skills

The teaching and learning of Natural Sciences involve the development of a range of process skills that may be used in everyday life, in the community
and in the workplace. Learners also develop the ability to think abjectively and use a variety of forms of reasoning while they use these skills. Learners
can gain these skilis in an environment that taps into their curiosity about the world, and that supports creativity, responsibility and growing confidence.

The following are the cognitive and practical process skills that learners will be able to develop in Natural Sciences:

1.

© @ N e ;s e

11.

12.

13.

14,
15,

Accessing and recalling information — being able to use a variety of sources to acquire information, and to remember relevant facts and key
ideas, and to build a conceptual framewark.

Observing - noting in detail objects, organisms and events.

Comparing — noting similarities and differences between things.

Measuring — using measuring instruments such as rulers, thermometers, clocks and syringes (for volume).

Sorting and classifying — applying criteria in order to sort items into a table, mind-map, key, list or other format.

identifying problems and issues — being able to articulate the needs and wants of people in society.

Raising questions — being able to think of, and articulate relevant questions about problems, issues, and natural phenomena.
Predicting — stating, before an investigation, what you think the results will be for that particular investigation.

Hypothesising — putting forward a suggestion or possible explanation to account for certain facts. A hypothesis is used as a basis for further
investigation which will prove or disprove the hypothesis.

. Planning investigations — thinking through the method for an activity or investigation in advance. Identifying the need to make an investigation a

fair test by keeping some things (variables) the same whilst other things will vary.

Doing investigations - this involves carrying out methods using appropriate apparatus and equipment, and collecting data by observing and
comparing, measuring and estimating, sequencing, or sorting and classifying. Sometimes an investigation has to be repeated to verify the results.

Recording information — recording data from an investigation in a systematic way, including drawings, descriptions, tables and graphs.

Interpreting information — explaining what the results of an activity or investigation mean (this includes reading and understanding maps, tables,
graphs). A Translation Task requires learners to make sense of information and convert the information into a different format e.g., from information
captured on a table into a graph format and or written format.

Communicating — using written, oral, visual, graphic and other forms of communication to make information available to other people.

The Scientific Process is a way of investigating things about the world. Scientists use this process fo find out about the world and to solve
problems. The steps that make up the scientific process are not necessarily in order (sequential), and may include:

Step 1: Identify a problem and develop a question. What is it you want to find out?
Step 2: Form a hypothesis. A hypothesis is your idea, answer, or prediction about what will happen and why.
Step 3: Design an activity or experiment. Do something that will help you test your idea or prediction to see if you were right.

Step 4: Observe/note changes/reactions (e.g., through measuring), and record your observations (e.g., onto a table). What were the results of your
activity or experiment? Write about what happened.

Step 5: Make inferences about the observations recorded in the tables, graphs, drawings, photographs. Make some conclusions. What did you find
out? Do your resuits support your hypothesis? What did you learn from this investigation?
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2026 Annual Teaching Plan
Natural Sciences: Grade 9

Science Process Skills

The teaching and learning of Natural Sciences involve the development of a range of process skills that may be used in everyday life, in the community
and in the workplace. Learners also develop the ability to think objectively and use a variety of forms of reasoning while they use these skills. Learners
can gain these skills in an environment that taps into their curiosity about the world, and that supports creativity, responsibility and growing confidence.

The following are the cognitive and practical process skills that learmers will be able to develop in Natural Sciences:

1.
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11.

12,
13.

Accessing and recalling information — being able to use a variety of sources to acquire information, and to remember relevant facts and key
ideas, and to build a conceptual framework.

Observing — noting in detail objects, organisms and events.

Comparing — noting similarities and differences between things.

Measuring — using measuring instruments such as rulers, thermometers, clocks and syringes (for volume).

Sorting and classifying - applying criteria in order to sort items into a table, mind-map, key, list or other format.

Identifying problems and issues — being able to articulate the needs and wants of people in society.

Raising questions — being able to think of, and articulate relevant questions about problems, issues, and natural phenomena.
Predicting — stating, before an investigation, what you think the results will be for that particular investigation.

Hypothesising — putting forward a suggestion or possible explanation to account for certain facts. A hypothesis is used as a basis for further
investigation which will prove or disprove the hypothesis.

. Planning investigations — thinking through the method for an activity or investigation in advance. Identifying the need to make an investigation a

fair test by keeping some things (variables) the same whilst other things will vary.

Doing investigations — this involves carrying out methods using appropriate apparatus and equipment, and collecting data by observing and
comparing, measuring and estimating, sequencing, or sorting and classifying. Sometimes an investigation has to be repeated to verify the results.

Recording information — recording data from an investigation in a systematic way, including drawings, descriptions, tables and graphs.

Interpreting information — explaining what the results of an activity or investigation mean (this includes reading and understanding maps, tables,
graphs). A Translation Task requires learners to make sense of information and convert the information into a different format e.g., from information
captured on a table into a graph format and or written format.

. Communicating — using written, oral, visual, graphic and other forms of communication to make information available to other people.

15.

The Scientific Process is a way of investigating things about the world. Scientists use this process to find out about the world and to solve
problems. The steps that make up the scientific process are not necessarily in order (sequential), and may include:

Step 1: Identify a problem and develop a question. What is it you want to find out?
Step 2: Form a hypothesis. A hypothesis is your idea, answer, or prediction about what will happen and why.
Step 3: Design an activity or experiment. Do something that will help you test your idea or prediction to see if you were right.

Step 4; Observe/note changes/reactions {e.g., through measuring), and record your observations (e.g., onto a table). What were the results of your
activity or experiment? Write about what happened.

Step 5: Make inferences about the observations recorded in the tables, graphs, drawings, photographs. Make some conclusions. What did you find
out? Do your results support your hypothesis? What did you learn from this investigation?




