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2 ENGLISH FIRST ADD LANG – THIRD PAPER (ENGFA) (MEMO 06/09) 
 
SECTION A 
 

 Candidates are expected to write ONE of the essays. 
 

 
 

Marking must be objective.  Consider the background of the candidate and 
credit relevant ideas even if they do not agree with your own. 

 
 Use the 50-mark assessment rubric to mark the essays. 

 
 When the essay is too long, markers are expected to mark the whole 

essay.   
There will be no specific penalty, as candidates will be penalised for 
repetition and lack of planning. Markers should indicate at the bottom: 
“Essay is too long.” 

 
 When an essay is short, the grid can be used to penalise it.  Indicate at the  

bottom: “Essay is too short.” 
  
QUESTION 1 

1.1 We live in a society in which our cultural traditions are being 
destroyed. 

 Argumentative/discursive. 
 Must be written in the 1st person. 
 Must refer to specific traditions which are being destroyed, 
 how they are being destroyed and the effects thereof. 
 May include/suggest how to reverse negative effects of any. 
 -1 if no title provided. [50]

 
1.2 
 

South Africans often speak of ubuntu (tolerance, sensitivity and  
respect for others), but it is seldom seen being put into practice. 

  
 Argumentative/discursive. 
 Can agree or disagree or discuss. 
 Must provide examples.  
 
 

Can provide suggestions on how to implement ubuntu for the benefit of  
society. 

 Accept any convincing arguments.  
 -1 if no title provided. [50]
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1.3 Mxit – Friend or Foe? 
 
 Argumentative/discursive. 
 Can state advantages and disadvantages or either. 
 Position/opinion must be clear. [50]
 
1.4 
 

Feelings/opinions about what it means to be a young adult South  
African in post-apartheid South Africa 

 
 Reflective. 
 Must be 1st person. 
 A variety of opinions can be considered. 
 Should be from point of view of a young adult. 
 -1 if no title provided. [50]

 
1.5 
 

Write an essay in which you discuss whether the institution of  
marriage is still relevant in the 21st century … 

  
 Discursive/argumentative. 
 Position/opinion must be clear. 
 -1 of no title. [50]
  
1.6 My first attempt at … 
  
 Descriptive/narrative. 
 Must be clear what the first attempt entails. 
 Can be humorous/disastrous/successful/exciting/frightening … [50]
  
1.7 Parent-teenager relationships 
  
 Expository/discursive. 

 Must discuss/explain the problem areas. 

 
Must give advice on specific relationship problem-areas/issues that cause  
misunderstandings between parents and teenagers. 

 -1 if no title. [50]
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SECTION B 
 
• Candidates are required to answer ONE question. 
• Mark according to the approved Umalusi grid out of 30 marks. 
• In transactional writing tone, register, style and structure are as important as 

language and content. 
• Individual requirements are dictated in each question below. 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
2.1 Dialogue 
  
 • Dialogue must be convincing. 
 • Must be clear from conversation that siblings have not seen each other 

for a number of years. 
 • Consider the following aspects of format and deduct half a mark per  

error (up to a maximum of -2) for each of the following: 
  
  If not in play form 
  Use of inverted commas 
  No line left open between each speaker 
  No names, e.g. “Me” / “brother/sister” 
  
 • No colon after the name of the speaker.  [30]
 
2.2 Informal letter to a celebrity 
 
  Must congratulate celebrity on award. 
  Must mention what he/she admires about celebrity. 
  Must state how celebrity has influenced him/her. 
  Consider the following aspects of format and deduct half a mark per  

error (up to a maximum of -2) for each of the following: 
  

 • Sender’s address 
 • Greeting/salutation 
 • Paragraphing 
 • Suitable ending, e.g. “Yours sincerely” 
 • Name and surname of the writer. [30]

 
2.3 School magazine article 

  
 • Article must have a heading. 
 • Must provide suggestions for settling arguments without resorting  

to violence. 
• Tone and register should be factual and formal. [30]
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SECTION C 
  

 Candidates are required to answer ONE question. 
 Use the 20-mark assessment rubric to assess the responses. 

  
QUESTION 3 
 
3.1 Flyer 
  
 Must include information on:   
 type, name of product; 
 contact details; 
 slogan for peers; 
 accept any other relevant information 
 Award creativity. [20]
  
3.2 Diary entry 
  
 Day, date must appear at the top of the diary entry. 
 Must reflect personal feelings/emotions pertaining to the loss of a friend. 
 Accept colloquial/informal/shorthand style.  [20]
  
3.3 Instructions 
  
 Type of recipe must appear at the top. 
 Must have a list of ingredients. 
 Instructions must be numbered. 
 Instructions must be clear and concise.  [20]
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