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RIVER GRADING

Is the state of balance/equilibrium between rate of erosion and rate of deposition.

Graded river

Here the river has just enough energy to carry its load neither erosion or deposition is occurring (Results 

in graded profile)
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Ungraded profile 

Is a river profile that has irregularities/obstruction/temporary base levels along its path (It is not smooth)

Graded profile

Is a smooth concave profile which is steep a the source and gentle at the mouth. It has no  obstructions
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Temporary base level

Is a point along a river’s course that prevents it from eroding any deeper at the moment but may be 

eroded through or change in time. (Results in ungraded profile)

Ultimate base level/Permanent base level

The lowest point to which a river can erode, sea level
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