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ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICES • Damage to the natural environment by man   

• Harmful substance like fossil fuels being released causing damage to environment.

Air pollution the presence in or introduction into the air of a substance which has harmful or poisonous 

effects. 

• Carbon emissions/greenhouse gases from vehicle, industries, people etc. 
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Noise pollution defined as regular exposure to elevated sound levels that may lead to adverse effects in 

humans or other living organisms.

• From vehicle, people, activities etc.
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Destruction of ecosystems  is when natural habitats are destroyed or natural resources are depleted,

and the environment is degraded.
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Causes

• Pollution. Pollution is one of the main causes of 

ecosystem destruction.

• Climate Change. Climate change continues to play a 

significant role in the destruction of the ecosystem.

• Land Clearing. As human populations increase, so 

does the need to develop more land. 

• Resource Exploitation. .
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ECONOMIC INJUSTICES  is the difference found in various measures of economic well-being among 

individuals in a group, among groups in a population, or among countries.

Poverty is living without the basic necessities of life – food, clothing or housing etc.

Caused by: 

• Lack of employment 

• Unemployment  

• Lack of education • 

• Economic decline 
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Poor public transport systems is insufficient or poor quality transport for public e.g. bus services.

Mostly taxis many of which are not road worthy • Poor transport networks • Poor quality buses which are not 

reliable. • Projects such as Rea-Vaya and Gautrain try to handle problem 
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SOCIAL INJUSTICES is a situation when some unfair practices are being carried in the society.

Unequal access to resources and services here people don’t have the same access to resources e.g. water

• In South Africa we have two different economic worlds in one country. 

• A good example is the high income areas and the informal settlements 

• They vary with regards access to resources and services 
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Managing of urban challenges in South Africa 

• Increase employment opportunities  thereby promoting economic 

growth 

• Encouraging the decentralisation of functions and people 

• Development of green cities, this incorporates the green area and 

open spaces into the design from the start • Provide housing and 

basic services to the population 

• Make different land uses walking distance from each other

• Having functions in one area, limits movement 

• Transport routes with pedestrian and bicycle access in residential 

areas • Wider streets which integrate with the environment  e.g. 

planting trees on the side of the road. R. Davechand 2020
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