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The origin and development of urban settlements

• Farming produced surplus storage food

• Many people did not have to farm did other activities e.g. making goods, education, building 

infrastructure etc. 

• They lived in nucleated settlements so that they could trade with one another

• Towns were developed along transport routes

• Villages, towns and cities developed

R. Davechand 2020



• Pre-industrial towns and cities which was mainly concerned with commerce, trade and craft 

industries.
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• Industrial towns and cities developed and was concerned mainly with manufacturing

Industrial revolution-concerned mainly with manufacturing
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Post-industrial towns and cities developed and main focus was services
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Urbanisation of the world population

Definition

Urbanisation refers to an increasing proportion/percentage of people living in urban 

areas.
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Point to note

• Urbanisation is growing rapidly

• At present approximately 71% of most economically 

developed countries are  urbanised

• At present approximately 34% of less economically 

developed countries are urbanised

• Main factors responsible are natural growth and rural-

urban migration
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Related concepts

• Rate of urbanisation refers to the pace at which urbanisation is occurring
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• Level of urbanisation refers to the percentage of the number of people living in urban areas
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• Urban growth refers to increase in the number of people living in urban areas
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Urban expansion refers to the physical expansion of an urban area
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Urban sprawl refers to the formless expansion of an urban area
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How site affects the location of urban settlements

Site refers to the exact location on which the settlement develops.

Some factors are:

• Water supply

• Relief

• Underlying structure of the rock and soil

• Drainage

• Resources e.g. raw material 
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How situation affects the location of urban settlements

Situation refers to location of the settlement in relation to the surrounding area.

Some factors are:

• Transport

• Access to market
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Classification of urban settlements according to function

Central place is an urban area that provides urban functions to the surrounding rural area e.g. Beaufort West
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Trade and transport towns are towns that developed as a result of trade and transport e.g. East London.

These are towns or cities which develop at a point where transport routes meet.
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Break-in-bulk point is a place where goods are transferred from one mode of transport to another, for 

example the docks where goods transfer from ship to truck. e.g. Durban R. Davechand 2020



Specialisd towns these towns develop due to one main function e.g. Umhlanga RocksR. Davechand 2020



Junction towns these towns develop at important transport intersections e.g. De Aar
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Gateway/gap towns it develops around a gap in a physical feature like a mountain e.g. Harrismith
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