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PLEASE READ: 

Dear Mathematical Literacy Grade 12 learner. 

Mathematical Literacy is a subject that will help you 

“to identify and understand the role that Mathematics 

play in the world, to make well-founded judgements 

and to use and engage with Mathematics in ways that 

meet the needs of your life as a constructive, concerned 

and reflective citizen” (OECD,1999).  

Below are the main concepts and content that you need 

to study and practice:  

1.  REQUIRED RESOURCES  

 

● A good textbook, workbooks & glossary of 

words. Study Guides  

A calculator, ruler and pencil.  

● A collection of examination question papers and 

memos from previous years.  

2.  CONTENT CHECKLIST   

Use this checklist to ensure that you have covered 

the content in full:  

Measurement &Measurement units 1  

● Convert units of measurement: between  

different systems (use conversion tables) and  

between different scales.  

● Estimate, measure and calculate: length and 

distance, perimeter of polygons and circles, time 

 

Measurement &Measurement units 2  

● Estimate, measure & calculate: area of 

polygons; volume of right prisms and right 

circular cylinders; surface area of right prisms; 

surface area of right circular cylinders.  

● Adjust solutions for measurement and 

rounding-off errors.  

● ~ Scale drawings of plans: calculate values  

according to scale; build and interpret models.  

● Maps and grids  

● Find the following on a map drawn to scale:  

● Location, relative position. Compass direction 

● Real ground distance between any two  

consecutive points using a given scale.  

● Latitude and longitude in global  

positioning systems. 

 

Dealing with relationships: formulae,  

tables and graphs  

 

● Write formulae for relationships given on a table or 

in words.  

● Represent relationships on a table using the  

given formula.  

● Represent relationships given on tables or  

formulae graphically  

Dealing with graphs, tables and formulae  

● Find output values for the given input values  

(from a table/formula/graph) and vice versa.  

● Predict future output values for given input  

values (using a table/formula/graph) and  

vice versa.  

● Identify trends from tables/graphs.  

● Compare trends from two or more graphs/  

tables.  

 

Design & planning problems  

● General problem solving. 

 

Data Handling 

 

● Data collection methods (interviews, 

questionnaires. etc.)  

● Populations and samples 

● Summarising data (measures of central 

tendency and spread)  

●  Mean, median, mode, range, quartiles, 

percentiles (interpretation)  

● Data organisation and display  

● Tables, tallies, pie charts, single and  

compound bar graphs, histograms, line and 

broken - line graphs  

● Use and misuse of statistics  

● Sample representatively and bias.  

● Misleading graphs.  

Probability  

● Meaning of probability, probability scale.  

● Ways of expressing probability.  

Simple contingency tables.  

● Tree diagrams.  

Financial literacy  

● Personal and business finance: 

budgets;  

● income and expenditure;  

● profit and loss.  

Effects of: 

● taxation,  

● inflation, 

● changing interest rates,  

● currency fluctuations. 

 

Interpret calculated answers in terms of contexts 

used.  

 

ENJOY MATHEMATICAL LITERACY… BECAUSE YOU CAN! 
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MAPS, PLANS AND OTHERE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE PHYSICAL WORLD 
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DATA HANDLING 
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