
Foreword 
 

The Directorate: Curriculum ECD and GET programmes of the Eastern Cape Department 

of Education,  in collaboration with the district curriculum personnel and teachers, 

provincialised the LEARNER ATTAINMENT TARGET (LAT) DOCUMENT for the 

Foundation Phase with the purpose of increasing the capacity of teachers to have a clear 

picture on the process of learner attainment targets. 

 
This document, the Learner Attainment Target for Foundation Phase, is a working 

document. Critical engagement with the document is encouraged.  Inputs, suggestions, 

recommendations and exemplars on assessment (formal assessment tasks) related 

matters that will strengthen this document are invited from all stakeholders, especially 

school managers and educators.   

 

It is hoped that this process will assist the province to finalise a more realistic, practical 

and authentic guideline that will provide the necessary clarity and guidance educators 

need to manage the learner attainment process more effectively and with confidence. 

 
 
 
…………………………….. 

Dr F. Peters 
Director: Curriculum ECD & GET Programmes 

 
For inputs into this document please contact : 
Dr T. Reddy          Tel no:   040 6084780 

 Ms A. Minnaar     Tel no:   040 6084667 
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LEARNER ATTAINMENT IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY 
 
1. BACKGROUND 
 
High levels of literacy and numeracy are basic skills needed for participating in our high level 
knowledge society. Reading and writing skills are foundational for developing these skills, and for 
accessing knowledge in the curriculum which, in turn, is aimed at promoting high levels of 
knowledge and skills. The strategy has the broad goal that over the long term South Africans should 
enjoy a level of literacy that enables them to participate fully in all aspects of life, including work, 
family and community. 
The economic and social health of our nation depends on building a literate nation that is able to 
read widely for practical purposes and for pleasure. This means making the current generation of 
learners more aware of the pleasure and importance of reading, and ensuring that they will have 
the level of literacy skills which modern society demands. 
 
The National Literacy Strategy was developed in response to the poor literacy results achieved by 
Grade 3 and Grade 6 learners in the National Systemic Evaluations and to maximize the use of 
existing literacy resources. 
 
The strategy aims to place literacy at the heart of curriculum planning so that the subject matter 
from other curriculum areas is available as content or stimulus for speaking, listening, reading and 
writing.  Equally, skills required in the reading and writing lesson should apply during the rest of the 
school day.  Furthermore the strategy promotes the strengthening of Home Language acquisition 
and development and the promotion of multi-lingualism from Grade R to 6 as is set out in the 
Language in Education Policy (LIEP). 
 
The Literacy Strategy will develop and support the implementation of reading and writing in Grades 
R-6.  
Two key components of the NLS are: 
• Structured literacy focus time 
• A special time for Reading for pleasure and information called “Drop all and Read” (DAR) Time 
 
Emanating from this National initiative, the Learner Attainment Improvement Strategy  was 
designed. This is in an effort to assist teachers in practically addressing the Languages challenges as 
reported in the findings of the 2003 Systemic Evaluation Research Project. These findings highlighted 
the challenges teachers and learners experience in acquiring Language skills. It also raises 
concerns about the low Literacy levels found in schools. 
 
2. PURPOSE OF LEARNER ATTAINMENT TARGETS 
 
Research findings conducted by the National and Provincial Education Departments, the Joint 
Education Trust (JET), Human Research Council (HRC) , Higher Education Institutions (HEIS) and Non-
Governmental Organisations concur that poor literacy performance can be attributed to a range 
of factors.  
 
Whilst Learning Outcomes and Assessment Standards spell out clearly what is expected of the 
learners within each grade, there is a lack of planned, progressive attainment at regular intervals.  
 The development of Learner Attainment Targets (LATs) is an attempt to address the process of 
progression which is a requirement of the National Assessment Policy (February 2007).  
 
After introducing the L.A.T. programme, uniform classroom implementation will be expected in the 
Foundation Phase classrooms across the Province, in each grade. This effective implementation will 
only be evident if the learning assessment tasks are explicitly clarified and detailed enough for 
practical application. Exemplars of Learner Attainment Targets and Assessment Tools are included 
in this document to assist teachers in their task. As this is a working document, feedback and 
suggestions for practical improvement are valued. 
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3. PROVINCIAL PROCESS  
 
The developmental process was initiated by electing the Provincial Literacy Task Team. The four 
Languages for the Province were represented on this team. Each Language group found it 
necessary to include the expertise of practicing teachers to legitimize the process of developing 
the LAT’s. This developmental process and refinement involved a commitment and dedication 
from the teachers. The final draft presentation was delivered at a Provincial LAT workshop on the 19 
January 2008 for final desk top publishing, ratification and printing and distribution. The first 
distribution is scheduled for the end of March 2008 for schools to pilot and refine for final publication 
in 2009.  
 
4. HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 
 
The requirements of the Protocol of February 2007 set Formal Assessment Tasks for Languages per 
term.  
Note the following:- 
• For Home Language, there are four (4) Formal Assessment Tasks per term. 
• For First Additional Language there are two (2) Formal Assessment Tasks per term. 
 
This guide consists of:  
 
4.1. ATTAINMENT TARGETS 

• The layout of the first document indicates the relevant LO’s and AS’s used for Formal and 
Informal Assessment. 

• Note that the AS’s are not sequenced in the same manner in all Home Language 
documents. 

• The AS’s in this document have been numbered according to the sequence of the AS’s in 
English Home Language Policy Document. 

• There are four terms indicated on each page by means of columns. 
• Under each term there are shaded and non shaded areas. 
• Shaded areas represent Formal Assessment Tasks (FATs). These are numbered as FAT 1, 

FAT 2, etc and indicate what is to be attained per term.   
• The following table is an extract from the Attainment Targets in the GR R document 

 
 

AS2: Demonstrates 
appropriate listening 
behaviour by listening 
without interrupting, 
showing respect for the 
speaker and taking turns to 
speak. 

 
To try and sit 
still and listen 
without 
interrupting. 
 
FAT 1,3         
OBSERVATION 

 
To sit still and to 
listen without 
interrupting. 

 
To put up their 
hand and wait 
for their turn. 
 
FAT 1 

 
To sit still 
without 
interrupting 
and fidgeting. 

 
 
 
 
 

• Non-shaded areas represent Informal Assessment Tasks. 
 
4.2. FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASKS (FATs) 

• This document gives an overview (summary) of the whole FAT process per term: 
• It indicates by means of tabulation the selected LO’s and AS’s , FATs, Activities, Forms of 

Assessment and  Assessment Tools.  
• The teachers are expected to develop their own Assessment Tools for all tasks.  

 
4.3. SUMMARY OF FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASKS (FATs) 

• This Table is divided into four terms and the number of tasks per term for the specific 
Learning Programme 

FAT 1, 3 indicates that AS 2 
of Listening LO1 is assessed 
for the 1st and the 3rd FAT in 
Term 1  
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• A summary of all the LO’s and AS’s used for the Formal Assessment Tasks throughout the 
year are added to this table.  

 
4.4. EXEMPLAR OF A FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASK 

• This document is the exemplar of a Formal Assessment Task. 
• The teachers are expected to develop further assessment tasks as required by the 

Protocol. 
 
 
4.5. ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME 

• This document gives the overall Formal Assessment Programme per grade per year. 
• It is divided into terms and details the four ( 4 ) Formal Assessment Tasks. 
• This Assessment Programme forms part of the School Assessment Plan.  

 
 
4.6. HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS GRADE 1 - 3 
 
 
5. HINTS FOR TEACHERS ON THE CHOICE OF TEXT IN THE FOUNDATION PHASE 

 
Be conscious of :             
• Letter formation  
• Density of Text (The balance between text and illustrations) 
• Font size 
• Spacing  
• Number of words per page 
• Contextual factors (e.g. child’s environment, cultural factors, relevant to child’s 

experiences) 
• Relevant to age / skill level / level of understanding 
• Extension / Enrichment of skills, broadening environments 
• A variety of genres and text types : 
• books, posters, magazines, invitations, charts, newspaper articles, poems instructions  etc  
• Visual appeal of the text (colour, illustrations )   

 
6. REFERENCES 
 

• Revised National Curriculum Statement : Learning Area Policy Document 
• Government Gazette 29626 of  February 2007 : Assessment Policy 
• National Literacy Strategy Document 
• Teacher’s Guide for the Development of Learning Programmes: Foundation Phase 2002 
• The Bully, Oxford Reading Tree, Oxford University Press 
• Oxford Keywords, Oxford Reading Tree, Oxford University Press 
• They all wanted to see (Alida Bothma) 
• Rubistar, http://rubistar.4teachers.org 
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SUMMARY OF FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASKS 
 

Term 1 
FAT 1 FAT 2 FAT 3 FAT 4 

LO1AS1 LO3AS3 LO1AS6 LO3AS5 
LO1AS2 LO3AS4 LO2AS5 LO4AS4 
   LO4AS6 
   LO4AS7 
   LO5AS2 
LO2AS1 LO4AS2 LO2AS8 LO5AS4 
 LO5AS2  LO6AS2 
 LO6AS8  LO6AS3 

Term 2 
LO1AS5 LO3AS1 LO1AS4 LO3AS1 
LO2AS2 LO3AS3 LO1AS6 LO3AS2 
 LO3AS4  LO3AS3 
 LO3AS5  LO4AS2 
   LO4AS4 
 LO4AS2  LO4AS6 
 LO5AS2  LO4AS7 
   LO5AS4 
 LO6AS3  LO6AS2 

Term 3 
LO1AS3 LO3AS3 LO1AS4 LO3AS2 
LO2AS3 LO3AS4 LO2AS5 LO3AS3 
LO2AS4 LO3AS5 LO2AS6 LO3AS5 
LO3AS2  LO2AS7 LO4AS2 
LO5AS3 LO4AS2  LO4AS3 
 LO4AS3   
 LO4AS6  LO5AS3 
 LO4AS7  LO6AS2 
 LO6AS2  LO6AS4 
 LO6AS3  LO6AS6 
 LO6AS4   
    

Term 4 
LO1AS4 LO3AS3 LO1AS4 LO4AS2 
LO2AS5  LO1AS6 LO4AS6 
 LO5AS2 LO2AS2 LO4AS7 
 LO6AS2  LO5AS3 &4 
   LO6AS6 
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Wendy of the Christian Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good day. My name is Rani. May I ask you a few qustions about 
your religion? 

Pleased to meet you. My name is Wendy. I’ll gladly 
answer your questions. 

 
 

What is the name of your religion? 

We believe in God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. We are called Christians. We read the Bible and 

live according to the 10 commandments. 

 
 

Are there special decorations used in your religion? 

Yes. The cross where Jesus died for our sins, is very 
important to Christians. Zionists wear a black square with a 

silver star on  it. 

 

Do you wear any special clothing? 

We do not wear any specific clothing. The priests in 
the Roman Catholic Church wears a robe and nuns 

wear a black robe with a white head cover. 

  

Is there a special day during the week for a Christian? 

We go to church on Sunday and listen to 
the sermon of the Revenrend. Roman 
Catholics can also go to a cathedral. 

 

 



Exemplar of a Formal Assessment Task 

  46 Exemplar of a Formal Assessment Task 

 Wendy of the Christian Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there any other special days that you celebrate? 

Yes. We celebrate Good Friday and Easter Monday during the 
Easter period. 40 Days before Easter we celebrate Lent to 

commemorate the crucifition of Jesus Christ. 

Do you celebrate any other religious holidays? 

Every year, on 25 December we celebrate 
Christmas. This is to remind us that God sent his only 

Son to the world. We all get gifts from family 
members and get together for a feast. 

 

Do you eat any special food? 

We do not follow a specific diet. During Lent we 
refrain from eating sweets. At Easter we eat hot cross 

buns and chocolate egss to remind us that Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins. 

 
 

Thank you Wendy. Now i know more about your religion. 

It was a real pleasure speaking to you, Rani. 
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Usha of the Hindu religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good day. My name is Frieda. May I ask you a few qustions about 
your religion? 

Pleased to meet you. My name is Usha. I’ll answer your 
questions with pleasure. I am a Hindu woman. 

  

What is the name of your religion? 

We honour gods like Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu. In our 
homes we have a shrine. That is where we keep a statue 
of our god. We light lamps at the beginning of the day.  

 

Are there special decorations used in your religion? 

Yes. The Aum is the most comprehensive name for God. 
This is what the symbol looks like.  

 C 

Do you wear any special clothing? 

Woman wear a dress called a Sari. When we worship we wear a 
long piece of cloth draped over the body and head. Women also 

wear a round, red Tilaka on their foreheads. 

Is there a special place you go, to  worship? 

We visit a temple on holy festivals. We take our shoes off 
and sit on the floor. Men and women sit apart 

 
 



Exemplar of a Formal Assessment Task 

  48 Exemplar of a Formal Assessment Task 

Usha of the Hindu Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which specific days are celebrated by your religion? 

We celebrate the Diwali festival. This is called the festival of lights. 
Through this we commemorate the triumph of good over evil. The 

festival lasts for 5 days and families get together. 

Do you eat any specific food. 

We do not eat beef. Some Hindus 
follow a vegetarian diet and don’t 
eat eggs or fish either. We do drink 

milk.  
 

Thank you Usha. Now i know more about your religion. 

It was a very good conversation. Thank you Frieda. 
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John of the Jewish Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good day. My name is Peter. May I ask you a few qustions about 
your religion? 

Pleased to meet you. I am John, a Jewish rabbi 
from the sinagogue. I’ll gladly answer your 

questions. 

 

What is the name of your religion? 

Our religion is called Judaism. We believe in God. 
Our teachings are based on the Hebrew Scriptures, 

called the Torah. 

Are there special decorations used in your religion? 

Yes. During the Chanuka festival, we use a Menorah with candles. 
Everyday, one is lit, with the candle from the ninth branch. Our sign is 

the Star of David. 

May i see what it looks like? 

Certainly. On the left is the Menorah 
and the Star of David on the right. 

 
 

Do you wear any special clothing? 

Jews pray 3 times per day. The father of the house, 
as well as the older sons, wear a yarmelka to cover 
their heads. They also wrap a prayershawl around 

their shoulders. 
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John of the Jewish Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there any other special days that you celebrate? 

Yes. We celebrate the Jewish New Year, also called Rosh Hashanah, 
during September to October. We eat apples, dipped in honey, to 

wish each other a sweet New Year. 

Which special days do you celebrate? 

We celebrate Sabbath every Friday at sunset with candles and a 
special meal. We may not do any work or prepare any food during 

Sabbath  

I understand that you also celebrate Yom Kippur? 

We celebrate Yom Kippur 10 days after New Year. We fast from 
sunrise to sunset. We pay for our sins of the previous year and to 
show our commitment to refrain from making the same mistakes 

Do you celebrate any other religious holidays? 

Yes. We celebrate Passover over 8 days in March to April. This is to 
remember our exodus from Egypt. We eat Sedar, a special meal of 
radishes, salted eggs and lamb shank. It also includes nuts, Matzah, 

cinnamon and wine.  

Are there any other rules about your food? 

Yes, we only eat Kosher food. It is prepared according to Jewish 
laws. Blood must be removed from meat. Meat may not be eaten 

with dairy products and the eating of pork and shelfish are not 
allowed. 

Thank you Rabbi. I have learnt so much. 

It was a pleasure Peter. I am happy that i could tell you about my 
religion.  
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Jamila of the Muslim Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good morning. My name is Susan. May I ask you a few qustions 
about your religion? 

Pleased to meet you. I am Jamila. I am a cleaner 
in the Mosque. This is the place where we worship.  

  

What is the name of your religion? 

Our religion is called Islam. We believe in Allah. The 
Imam, reads from our Holy Scripture, the Qu’ran.   

  

Are there special decorations used in your religion? 

No, there are only geometrical patterns. Nothing 
must draw our attention away from Allah. We pray 

on decorated carpets. 
 

Why do you close your shops on a Friday. 

All the men attend prayers on a Friday between 12:30 and 14:00.  
This is called Jum’a. They say their prayers facing Mecca, the holy 

city. 

Do you wear any special clothing? 

Our clothes are very plain and it covers most of our 
bodies. The women have to cover their faces with 
cloths. Only their eyes show. Men wear a fez that is 

flat on top.  
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Jamila of the Muslim Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you make use of any symbols in your religion? 

Yes. We only have the Crescent and Star. It also 
appears on flags of Muslim countries.  

 

What special holy days do you celebrate? 

We have a few, of which Ramadan, our Holy month, is best known. 
We fast from dawn to dusk. The children don’t have to fast. 

When is this celebrated? 

The Holy month occurs in September and ends on the 29th day when 
the new moon is sighted. A feast, the Eid ul-Fitr, marks the end of 

Ramadan, with lots of food and gifts.  

Are there any rules about your food? 

Yes, we are only allowed to eat products marked Halaal which is a 
special way of slaughtering animals. We are not allowed to eat pork 

or gelatine and may not drink alcohol. 

Name any other holy days. 

Muharram is the first month of the calender of Islam. Muslim 
worshippers are all very happy and wish each other good luck. The 

poor receive gifts from the rich people. 

Thank you, Jamila. I have learnt so much. 

It was a pleasure Susan. I am happy that I could tell you about my 
religion. 
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Our National Anthem is on the cover of your Theme 4 book. 

Nkosi Sikilel’ iAfrika is a prayer for God’s blessing on our land and all its people.  It was composed by Enoch 
Sontonga, a teacher, when he was 24.  Die Stem, written by C.J. Langenhoven, describes our beautiful 

country.   

Together they form the National Anthem of South Africa.  Read the National Anthem on the cover of your 
book carefully. Discuss the meaning of the words with your teacher and then answer the questions below.  

Questions : 

1.   Our National Anthem is a prayer. What is it called? 

    _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

2.  What are we praying for in our National Anthem? 

    _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

3.  The first part of our National Anthem was written by   

     ____________ ____________ when he was ____ years old. 

4.  What is the name of the song that describes our beautiful  

     country and who wrote it? 

    _________________________________________________ 

5.  What does our National Anthem want to bring together? 

    _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

6.  What should you do when you sing the National Anthem? 

    _________________________________________________ 

HL LO 4:   1  2  3  4          HL LO 5 :  1  2  3  4          HL LO 6 :  1  2  3  4 



Exemplar of a Formal Assessment Task 

  54 Exemplar of a Formal Assessment Task 

 

Gelowe :Taak  4  Task : Religions Naam  Name  
Skryf die naam van die geloof langs 

die fees. 
Write the name of the religion next to the festival. 

  Christene   1   Christians   

Kersfees  ` 
   

   ` Christmas 
   

Paasfees  ` 
   `  Passover 

  

Ramadaan  ` 
  Judiasme  2   Judaism  `  Ramadan 
   

  

Chanoeka  ` 
   ` Channukah 
   

Muharram  ` 
  

`  Muharram 
  Moslems   3   Muslims  

Yom Kippoer  ` 
   

  `  Yom Kippur 
   

Goeie Vrydag ` 
    

 ` Good Friday      
  

Geboorte van Bab ` 
  Hindoes    4     Hindu  `  Birth of the Bab 
   

  

Paas Maandag  ` 
   `  Easter Monday 

    

Rama Navami ` 
  

`  Rama Navami 
  Boeddhiste  5   Buddhists  

Rosj Hasjana ` 
   

  `  Rosh Hashana 
   

Naw-Ruz  ` 
    

`  Naw-Ruz   
  

Zul Hijjah  ` 
  Baha'i Geloof 6  Baha'i Faith  `  Zul Hijjah 
   

  

Diwali  ` 
   `  Divali 

    

Huistaal : LU4, AS 6,7,LU5 AS 3,LU6, AS3 `  1  `  2  `  3   `  4 
Home Language : LU4, AS 6,7,LU5, 

AS 3,LU6, AS3 

Lewensvaardighede : LU 2 AS 5 `  1  `  2  `  3   `  4 Life Orientation : LO 2 AS 5  

Wiskunde : LU 4 AS 3 `  1  `  2  `  3   `  4 Mathematics : LO4 AS 3 
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Name: Date: 
Task 4 

Arrange the sentences according to the months of the year in the blocks on the left and then rewrite each 
sentence in the line below. Remember: Names of days of the week, months of the year, and holidays begin 

with capital letters.   
1.  the 27th of april is the day we celebrate freedom day.   

  
2.  human rights' day is celebrated on the 21st march.    

   
3.  ramadaan, in september, is celebrated by the muslim religion.   

  
4.  the divali festival in november, is celebrated  by the hindu religion.   

  
5.  in the beginning of march, the jewish people celebrate purim.      

  
6.  good friday is celebrated on the first friday of april.    

  
7.  the 16th of june will always be known as youth day.   

  
8.  in south africa, we celebrate workers' day on the first of may.   

  
9.  the first day of january is called new year's day.   

  
10.  the 25th of december is known to all christians as christmas day.   

  
LO 4 Home Language    1  `  2  `  3  `   4  `  AS 6 
LO 4 Home Language    1  `  2  `  3  `   4  `  AS 7 
LO 5 Home Language    1  `  2  `  3  `   4  `  AS 3 
LO 6 Home Language    1  `  2  `  3  `   4  `  AS 2 

Write all the -ay- words from these sentences, in 
alphabetical order below. Can you write 4 more  -

ay- words that you can remember. 

There are 2 fairy-e- words in the sentences above. Can 
you find them?               If you are clever, you can write   

6 more fairy -e- words! 

    
    
    

LO 3 Home Language    1  `   2  `  3  `   4  `  AS 3.1.3 
LO 3 Home Language    1  `   2  `  3  `   4  `  AS 4.3 
LO 4 Mathematics  1  `   2  `  3  `   4  `  AS 3 
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58  High Frequency Words 

 
 

The first 12 key words make up one quarter of those words we read and write. 
These three sections show 100 key words that make up one half of those in common 
use. 

 
The next 20 key words 

 
The first 12 words 

a and he in is it of that the to was I 
 

all as at be but are 
for had have him his not 
on one said so you we 
with you they    

 
68 more key words 

about an back been before big 
call came can come could did 
do down first from get go 
has her here if into just 
like little look made make me 
more much must my no new 
now off only or our over 
other out right see she old 
same their them then there this 
two up want well went who 
were what when where which will 
your      

 
Does your child KNOW these words?  They are vital in mastering the skill of reading. 
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 High Frequency Words 59 

 
High Frequency words each learner should know.  
These words are frequently used in reading and writing. 
 
FIRST 100 WORDS 
 
a and he I in is it of 
that the to was all as at be 
but are for had have him his not 
on one said so they we with you 
about an back been before big cut call 
came can come could did do down first 
from get go has her here if into 
just like little look made make more me 
much must my no new now off old 
only or our other out over right see 
she some their them then there this tow 
up want well went were what when where 
which who will your     
 
NEXT 100 WORDS 
 
after again always am another any ask away 
bad because best bird black blue boy bring 
day dog don’t eat every far fast father 
fell find five fly four found gave girl 
give going good got green hand head help 
home house how jump keep know last left 
let live long man many may man mother 
Mr. never next once open own play put 
ran read red room round run sat saw 
say school should sing sit soon stop take 
tell than these thing think three time too 
tree under us very walk white why wish 
work would year yellow     
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