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LESSON PLANS

TERM 2
RELIGION STUDIES
FOREWORD

The following Grade 10, 11 and 12 Lesson Plans were developed by Subject Advisors from 09 March – 13 March 2009. Teachers are requested to look at them, modify them where necessary to suit their contexts and resources. It must be remembered that Lesson Plans are working documents, and any comments to improve the lesson plans in this document will be appreciated. Teachers are urged to use this document with the following departmental policy documents: Subject Statement; LPG 2008; SAG 2008; Examination Guidelines 2009 and Provincial CASS Policy/ Guidelines. 

Lesson planning is the duty of each and every individual teacher but it helps when teachers sometimes plan together as a group. This interaction not only helps teachers to understand how to apply the Learning Outcomes (LOs) and Assessment Standards (ASs) but also builds up the confidence of the teachers in handling the content using new teaching strategies.

It must please be noted that in order to help teachers who teach across grades and subjects, an attempt has been made to standardise lesson plan templates and thus the new template might not resemble the templates used in each subject during the NCS training.  However, all the essential elements of a lesson plan have been retained.  This change has been made to assist teachers and lighten their administrative load.

Please note that these lesson plans are to be used only as a guide to complete the requirements of the Curriculum Statements and the work schedules and teachers are encouraged to develop their own learner activities to supplement and/or substitute some of the activities given here (depending on the school environment, number and type of learners in your class, the resources available to your learners, etc). 

Do not forget to build in the tasks for the Programme of Assessment into your Lesson Plans.

Strengthen your efforts by supporting each other in clusters and share ideas. Good Luck with your endeavors to improve Teaching, Learning and Assessment. 

	RELIGION STUDIES GRADE 11                                LESSON PLAN 4
	DURATION: 4  Weeks  (Week 11-14)

	LO’s and AS’s

11.1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of religions.

11.3.2 Reflect critically and constructively on topical issues in society.

 11.4.2 Investigate leisure in terms of relaxation and recreation, advertising and sponsorship from an ethical point of view
Core content:

· Relationship between religions.  
· Distinction between important concepts in religions, distinctions between concepts: mission, evangelism, proselytisation, revitalisation, ecumemism, syncretism, cobrialism, imperialism.

· Relationship between religion and politics: views on politics influence on political life. Influence of the natural environment on religion and vice versa: religious views, ethical principles, practical involvement, environmental justice and enjoyment

	Weeks 11-12

	Activity 1

Teacher Activities
· The teacher asks the learners to open their dictionaries to look for the meanings of the following concepts: -

Mission                                    Ecumenism

Syncretism                              Evangelism
Colonialism                             Proselytization
Imperialism                             Revitalisation
	Learners Activities

· Discuss their understanding of concepts.

· Write down the definition


	Resources
Textbooks, maps, statistics on religious demographics, any other relevant reference books.
	Assessment

· Informal test on terms and concepts on inter-religious dialogue.

· Self assessment.


	Activity 2

 Teacher  Activities

· Reminds learners that in grade 10 they learnt  that religions developed in clusters at various parts of the world.  These religions influence one another. 

· Gives examples to prove that every religion has in some way been influenced by another religion.

· Ask learners about the activity of missionaries.

· Show how the religion spread by missionaries was influenced by the cultures or religions that existed from place to place.

· Introduces learners to different manifestations of religious influence amongst religions, including: 

· Ecumenism

· Syncretism

· Proselytizing

· Evangelism

· Colonialism
	Learners Activities

Learners:

· Listen attentively and take notes.

· Respond to questions set and participate in discussions.

	Resources

Textbooks, maps, statistics on religious demographics, any other relevant reference books.
	Assessment

Classwork Exercises
Homework

	Date Completed…………………………………….                                                                                                  Teacher Signature……………………………………….                                    

	Week 12-13

	Activity 1
Teacher Activity

· Asks learners in what way religion has played an important role in South African politics.

· Lead class into a brief overview of the work of missionaries and colonialism.

· Probes learners to briefly consider the role of the Dutch Reformed Church as well as other churches in supporting the Apartheid ideology.

· Refers learners to politics of Liberation as evident in the INTER-FAITH struggle against Apartheid used as further illustration of how religions can influence the political landscape.  Also inform learners about: The National religious leader’s forum-1997.  The Parliament of World Religions-1999.  World Conference on religion and peace-1984.  The South African Council of Churches figures like Desmond Tutu.

Asks learners challenging questions on how politics has also in turn influenced religion
	Learners Activities
· Answer questions on how religion has influenced South African Politics and also how politics have influenced religions.

· Share ideas on the role of the DRC as well as other white churches in supporting an Apartheid ideology.

· Take notes and ask questions for clarity.


	Resources
Textbooks, maps, statistics on religious demographics, any other relevant reference books.
	Assessment
· Class debate (Religion has affected the political and social lives of South Africans in negative ways-For or Against)
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	Week 14

	Teacher Activity

· Remind learners that religion exists in a social, political and environmental context.

· Asks them to brainstorm what religions teach us about the natural environment and its origin.

· Also questions them on how religious attitudes and practices affect the natural environment.

· Illustrates how the natural environment shaped the religions of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia.

· Consolidates brainstorming and emphasizes responsibilities of religions towards our natural environment (Environmental justice)

· Highlights the growing concern about the way in which humans are using the earth’s resources in a very irresponsible manner (Destroying the earth’s resources)


	Learners Activities
· Brainstorm ideas on what religions teach us about the natural environment as well as its origin.

· Answer questions and take notes.

· Discuss in groups how religions can encourage communities to protect the environment, also what schools can do.

	Resources

Textbooks, maps, statistics on religious demographics, any other relevant reference books.

	Assessment
Classwork exercise

An informal task where learners have to apply the skills acquired in protecting their school environment.


	Date Completed……………………………                                                                                                            Teacher Signature……………………………………….

	Expanded Opportunities



	Teacher Reflection




	RELIGION STUDIES  GRADE 11:                               LESSON PLAN 5
	DURATION: 4Weeks  (Weeks 15-18)

	LO’s and AS’s

11.1.4 Identify and critically investigate approaches aimed at dialogue between religions.

11.3.1Critically investigate, from a Religion Studies perspective, relationship between state and religion at various times.

11.2.1 Evaluate the significance of symbols in religion.
 Core content:

· Identify and investigate inter-religious dialogue: attitudes of a variety or religions to one another. 

· Relationship between religion and the state: no differentiation; theocracy. 

· Describe and explain a number of central symbols in various religions; change of meanings over time. 



	Week 15

	Activities

Teacher Activities
· Asks learners to define  the concept “dialogue” (A meaningful conversation between people who share or have different views)

· Explains what inter-religious dialogue entails.

· Allow learners to share ideas on: “South Africa, a nation of many cultures and religions”.

· Uses learner input to identify and critically investigate attitudes of a variety of religions to one another e.g.  

1. Exclusivist view

2. Inclusivist view

3. Pluralist view

4. Syncretistic view and organizations and religious figures in our community and abroad that encourage dialogue between different religions. 


	Learners Activities
· Brainstorm on their understanding of the concept “dialogue”.

· Share ideas on diversity of South African Community in terms of religion and culture.

· In pairs they identify initiatives or projects promoting inter-religious dialogue in their community.

Also report back in class.

	Resources 

Textbooks, maps, statistics on religious demographics, any other relevant reference books.
	Assessment
Oral presentation and discussion.
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	Week 16

	Teacher  Activities:

· Assists learners in critically investigating the relationship between state and religion at various times.

· Does recap of lesson on inter-relationship between Religion and politics through the question and answer method (Lessons12-13)

· Reminds learners how religion has played an important role in the political and social life of people.

· Introduces different approaches/ modes of relationship between state (Government) and religion:

· Theocracy

· State religion

· Co-operative model (S.A)

· Secular state (Secularism)

· Gives learners class exercise on different kinds of relationships that exists between religion and state.

· Monitors class as they discuss in groups reasons why they think the co-operative model was chosen for South Africa.
	Learners Activities
Learners:

· Answer questions based on lesson (12-13), inter-relationship between religion and politics.

· Engage in class discussion.

· Do class exercise.

· Take notes on new terminology and content. 


	Resources 

Textbooks, newspaper cuttings, any other relevant resource material
	Assessment

Classwork exercise and debate

Informal test
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	Week 17-18

	Teacher Activities
· Makes detailed research on different symbols used in religions and how these change every time.

· Collects charts, maps, pictures and replicas of actual symbols where possible and acceptable to each particular religion.

· Also encourage beforehand to bring pictures from their own or other religions, also to interview religious figures.

· Asks learners to define term symbol and to give examples.

· Leeds class in brainstorming purpose and importance of symbols.

· Explains role of symbols in religion (Make use of visuals to show different religious symbols and types of religions these represent.

· Shares information and also receives input from class on how the meaning of symbols changes over time.

· Arranges with class, suitable date for an excursion or visit to some religious buildings in the neighborhood.  

 
	Learner Activities
Learners:

· Collect pictures beforehand on religious symbols and bring to school.

· Interview some religious figures on symbols they use and their significance so as to have prior-knowledge on this topic.

· Take part in brainstorming exercises.

· Contribute in discussions on symbols and planning of excursion.


	Resources
· Charts, maps, pictures and replicas of actual symbols where possible and acceptable to each particular religion.


	Assessment
Learners are exposed to the requirements of writing an investigation.
PoA Task 3: Investigation: Inter-religious dialogue 

	Date Completed……………………………                                                                                                             Teacher Signature……………………………………

	Expanded Opportunities



	Teacher Reflection




	Week 19-20

	Activity 1

· Revision of all LO’s and AS’s covered in the first two terms.


	Assessment

Task 4 PoA: Mid-year examination 




